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Middle School Religion
Mrs. Debbie Barnaby

Email: dbarnaby@stviatorschool.org

OBJECTIVES:
e To enable students to develop a vital, personal relationship with God
e To share in the Gospel truths in a spirit of faith, hope, and love
e To study our Catholic faith
e To prepare students to celebrate God’s love, proclaim God’s message, and live in accord
with His message
To nurture a positive sense of self worth
To foster a responsible use of freedom
To promote a deepening awareness of our responsibility to serve the needs of all people

CURRICULUM:
6th grade, 7th grade, and 8th grade will be using the Christ Our Life series. This series is
deeply rooted in Catholic Tradition. In its dependence on and faithfulness to both the
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH and the GENERAL DIRECTORY FOR
CATECHESIS, it remains true to the magisterium, or teaching office of the Church, and draws
from the following sources of Catholic wisdom:

* Scripture

* Doctrine

* Lives of Saints and People of Faith

* Cultural Customs and Celebrations

6th Grade

Students will achieve an understanding that as a people of faith we celebrate:

e Through rituals and rites
The grace of God and power of the Holy Spirit
The saving mystery of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection
Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - which are the sacraments of initiation
Matrimony and Holy Orders - which are the sacraments of service
Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick - which are the sacraments of healing

Students will achieve an understanding that our Church is:

e One, holy, Catholic and apostolic
Rooted in the words and actions of Jesus and the apostles
Led by the magisterium and nourished by the family, the domestic Church
Expressed through our faithful words and actions
A celebration of a worldwide community that includes the communion of saints
Part of salvation history that will continue until Christ returns

Students are expected to know the following prayers:
e Our Father, Hail Mary, Sign of the Cross, Grace before Meals, Glory Be, Act of Contrition,
After Recess Prayer, Class Prayer, Class Pledge


mailto:dbarnaby@stviatorschool.org

7th Grade

Students will achieve an understanding of the importance of:
e Scripture, through which we learn about the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
Mary, as the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of God
Accepting and sharing the Gospel message
Living virtuously as Jesus taught us
A vital and ever-present prayer life
Christ’s saving action - the Paschal mystery

Students will achieve an understanding that God is:
e The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
A mystery of faith
Creator of all things, seen and unseen
Revealed to us through the actions of the Holy Spirit
Available to us through prayer, both private and communal

Students are expected to know the following prayers:
e Morning Prayer, Nicene Creed, Prayer to the Holy Spirit, Memorare

8th Grade

Students will achieve an understanding that, as Catholics, we have been called to:
e Make responsible and respectful choices

Develop and maintain a positive self-image

Open ourselves to God’s will as we begin to explore our future vocation

Learn from Scripture, from the Church and from one another

Respect our sexuality as a gift from God

Share the loving message of the Gospel with others

Students will achieve an understanding that the history of the Church includes:
e A foundation in the lives of the apostles
e Persecution by those who do not understand or who are threatened by Jesus’ message
e Leadership in matters of faith and culture
e Challenges to the Church’s beliefs and practices

Students are expected to know the following prayers:
e Hail Holy Queen, Acts of Faith, Acts of Hope, Acts of Love



Middle School Math
Ms. Donna Gafner

E-mail: dgafner@stviatorschool.org

Sixth Grade
Arithmetic/Whole Numbers
Arithmetic/Decimals
Arithmetic/Fractions
Arithmetic/Integers
Coordinate Plane
Exponents

Algebraic Expressions
Equations

Inequalities
Ratio/Proportion
Rates

(Measurement)
Percent

Geometry

Averages

MATH PROGRAM

Seventh Grade
Arithmetic/Decimals
Arithmetic/Fractions
Arithmetic/Integers
Ratio/Rates
Proportions

Percent
Expressions
Equations
Inequalities
Data/Statistics
Probability
Geometry
(Exponent Rules)
Coordinate Plane
Measurement

Eighth Grade/Algebra 1
Rational/lrrational Numbers
Arithmetic/Integers
Solving Equations
Proportions/Percent
Solving Inequalities
Linear Functions
Nonlinear Functions
Systems of Equations
(Systems of Inequalities)
Exponential Functions
Polynomials

Factoring

Quadratic Equations
Radical Expressions
(Radical/Ratl Equations)

Eighth grade completes a standard Algebra 1 course. Seventh and sixth grades are both
reviewing basic math skills and concepts and preparing for high school math courses, beginning
with algebra. Students are expected to complete all homework and to show all work. Math
practice problems are started in the classroom, allowing the teacher to assist students who are
struggling with the current concept, and then finished at home if needed. Students take notes
daily in their math notebook. Students complete a Daily Math Problem for review of basic skills
and take a quiz on the set of DMP’s approximately every 6 weeks. IXL is a program that
teaches math skills for each of several math courses in an individualized manner. Students may
complete practice problems in IXL for homework, and they have 1-2 “Bellringer” assignments
every week. The IXL program supports the curriculum taught in the classroom.

GRADING

Tests are given every 1.5-2 weeks. They are assigned percentage points (100 points possible).
Tests are announced at least 1 week ahead of time (in class AND on Google Classroom
STREAM page) and students should start preparing for the test from the date it is announced.
Homework and classwork (“formative” activities) will count for 20% of the student’s grade, and

tests (“summative” activities) will count for 80% of the grade.

EXTRA CREDIT

Extra credit is only offered occasionally for enrichment and only to an entire class. It is not given
individually to students for the purpose of raising a grade. The grade earned at the end of the

trimester should reflect the student’s work over the entire trimester.



Middle School Science
Mrs. Lisa Boyce
Email: LBoyce@Stviatorschool.org

6th Grade: Earth Science

Our curriculum is aligned with the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Graded Course of Studies and state
standards, ensuring that all students receive a comprehensive and rigorous education in the
sciences. Students’ complete lessons in the book, hands-on Labs, and project-based learning
activities. Science utilizes an online book that includes other enrichment activities to help
students learn along with IXL app. Students will often have a section of the book to read for
homework, then complete questions, try an activity, watch a video, practice vocabulary, or
complete a task on IXL.

Methods of Science: Understanding scientific methods and inquiry.

Mapping Earth: Learning about Earth's geography and the tools used to map it.

Oceans: Exploring oceanography, marine life, and oceanic processes.

Atmosphere: Studying Earth's atmosphere, weather, and climate.

Space: Investigating the solar system, stars, and the universe.

Earthquakes and Volcanoes: Examining the causes and effects of earthquakes and volcanic
activity.

Rocks, Minerals, and Soil: Identifying and understanding Earth's materials and their formation.

7th Grade: Life Science

Our curriculum is aligned with the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Graded Course of Studies and state
standards, ensuring that all students receive a comprehensive and rigorous education in the
sciences. Students’ complete lessons in the book, hands-on Labs, and project-based learning
activities. Science utilizes an online book that includes other enrichment activities to help
students learn along with IXL app. Students will often have a section of the book to read for
homework, then complete questions, try an activity, watch a video, practice vocabulary, or
complete a task on IXL. Students will have an essay to complete along with their final at the
conclusion of the third trimester.

Science Explanations: Developing explanations based on scientific evidence.
Classifying/Exploring Life: Understanding the classification of living organisms.

Cell Structure/Function: Investigating the components and functions of cells.

From a Cell to an Organism: Learning how cells contribute to the structure and function of
organisms.

Reproduction of Organisms: Exploring the processes of reproduction and heredity.
Genetics: Understanding the principles of inheritance and genetic variation.

Human Body Systems: Studying the structure and function of the human body systems.
Respiration and Circulation: Examining how the respiratory and circulatory systems work
together.
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8th Grade: Physical Science

Our curriculum is aligned with the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Graded Course of Studies and state
standards, ensuring that all students receive a comprehensive and rigorous education in the
sciences. Students’ complete lessons in the book, hands-on Labs, and project-based learning
activities. Science utilizes an online book that includes other enrichment activities to help
students learn along with IXL app. Students will often have a section of the book to read for
homework, then complete questions, try an activity, watch a video, practice vocabulary, or
complete a task on IXL. Students will have an essay to complete along with their final at the
conclusion of the third trimester.

Scientific Problem Solving: Applying scientific methods to solve real-world problems.
Motions and Forces: Understanding the principles of motion and the forces that affect it.
Atoms, Elements, and Chemicals: Investigating the building blocks of matter and chemical
reactions.

Energy and Matter: Exploring the relationship between energy and matter.

Foundations of Chemistry: Studying the basics of chemistry, including the periodic table and
chemical bonding.

Motion: Understanding the principles of motion, including speed, velocity, and acceleration.
Periodic Table: Learning about the organization and significance of the periodic table.
Process of Science: Engaging in scientific inquiry and experimentation.

Waves: Studying the properties and behaviors of waves, including sound and light.

Work and Simple Machines: Understanding the concepts of work, power, and the use of
simple machines.

Grading and Expectations

Students will engage in both classroom learning and hands-on laboratory experiences.
Homework and classwork, regarded as formative activities, will contribute to 20% of the
student's grade. Quizzes and tests, which are summative assessments, will make up 80% of the
grade. Due to lateness, make-up work is accepted with a penalty of points deducted per day.
Extra credit is only offered occasionally for enrichment and only to an entire class. It is not given
individually to students for the purpose of raising a grade. The grade earned at the end of the
trimester should reflect the student’s work over the entire trimester.



Middle School Social Studies
Mrs. Karen Garner
Email: kgarner@stviatorschool.org
8th Grade Social Studies

Coursework is designed around the Social Studies Standards of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Graded Course of Studies. We will use geographical and historical thinking to learn United
States history from the Civil War to the present. The National Council for Social Studies C3
principles will guide instructional design embedding skills for global citizenship, effective
communication, resilient learning, innovation and productive collaboration.

This year we will focus on the following topics:
Unit 1 Reconstruction & Industrialization

Unit 2 Urbanization and Immigration

Unit 3 The Progressive Era

Unit 4 Rise to World Power

Unit 5 WW 1

Unit 6 Between the Wars

Unit 7 WW 2

Unit 8 A Changing America

8th grade students will also be learning about countries and geography of Asia and the Middle
East. There will be a test on this and plenty of notice will be provided.
Sheppard's Software and Seterra are online tools that will help students prepare.

7th Grade Social Studies

Coursework is designed around the Social Studies Standards of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Graded Course of Studies. We will use geographical and historical thinking to learn United
States history from the American Revolution to the Civil War. We will also learn about Nevada
state history. The National Council for Social Studies C3 principles will guide instructional design
embedding skills for global citizenship, effective communication, resilient learning, innovation
and productive collaboration.

This year we will focus on the following topics:
Unit 1 A New Nation

Unit 2 Expansion

Unit 3 Growth

Unit 4 Reform Era

Unit 5 Rising Sectional Tension

Unit 6 The Civil War

Unit 7 Reconstruction

Unit 8 Nevada History

7th grade students will also be learning about countries and geography of Europe.
There will be a test on this and plenty of notice will be provided. Sheppard's Software and
Seterra are online tools that will help students prepare.
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6th Grade Social Studies

Coursework is designed around the Social Studies Standards of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Graded Course of Studies. We will use geographical and historical thinking learn about regions
and people of the Eastern Hemisphere. We will study the development of early civilizations in
Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China and Africa. The National Council for Social Studies C3
principles will guide instructional design embedding skills for global citizenship, effective
communication, resilient learning, innovation and productive collaboration.

This year we will focus on the following topics:
Unit 1 Geographical and Historical Thinking Skills
Unit 2 Early Humans

Unit 3 Mesopotamia

Unit 4 Egypt

Unit 5 India

Unit 6 China

Unit 7 Greece

Unit 8 Rome

6th grade students will also be learning about countries and geography of Africa. There will be a
test on this and plenty of notice will be provided. Sheppard's Software Seterra are online tools
that will help students prepare.



Middle School Language Arts

Mrs. Laura Manfredi
Mrs. Krystal Litt

Email: Imanfredi@stviatorschool.org
klitt@stviatorschool.org

The main goal of Language Arts in Junior High is to integrate the following four major skills into
the curriculum: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
Objectives:

To be exposed to a variety of reading materials that help to build an interest in reading for
information and enjoyment

To improve writing process skills

To gain experience in writing for different purposes

To stimulate their imagination for creative writing

To strengthen oral communication skills

To understand the importance of engaging in active listening skills

To learn how to evaluate what has been heard

To increase the knowledge and use of new vocabulary words

Literature Grades 6-8: Curriculum

Genres covered: fiction, short stories, novels, drama, non-fiction, poetry, and media
Required reading of additional books for the Accelerated Reader program
Required testing for the Accelerated Reading program

Complete various projects and presentations

Respond to literature through writing and class discussions

Build vocabulary and spelling skills

Required novels:

o 6th grade - On My Honor, The Giver & A Long Walk to Water

o 7th grade - The Westing Game, Freedom Walkers & The Lion, The Witch, and The
Wardrobe

o 8th grade - Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, To Kill a Mockingbird & The Outsiders

English Grades 6-8: Curriculum

Basic grammar: parts of speech, punctuation, sentence structure, etc.

Develop the writing process: prewriting, first draft, peer editing, revising, final draft, and
publication (using the Jane Schaffer Writing Program)

Journal Writing

Explore different styles and purposes of writing

Diagramming sentences

Literature Program

Students will utilize the HMH Into Literature textbook. Students will have a consumable
paperback textbook/workbook as well as a digital copy to access on their iPads. Required
novels will be read as students explore the narrative elements of a book. To improve their skill of
reading students will be required to also read books of their choice outside of class within the
range identified by STAR assessment. They are expected to read and take AR tests to earn at
least 10 points a month, unless directed otherwise. Students are highly encouraged to read
using a physical book rather than an ebook to help reduce distractions from devices and reduce
overall screen time. In addition, students will have the opportunity to earn bonus points through
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reading more and earning more than 10 points each month. Extra credit assignments will not be
given, but extra points can be obtained on various assignments and tests. Students will be able
to work on mastering skills through the use of the IXL program as well. They will have time to
work on the program at school and at home.

English Program

Students will utilize the paperback consumable Grammar Practice book from the HMH Into
Literature series. | will be working on their grammar, mechanics and writing skills with the
textbook, Jane Schaffer writing program, and IXL. Students will also be able to explore their
writing by keeping a writing journal throughout the year.



Middle School Art
Mrs. Bonnie Kulwin
Email: bkulwin@stviatorschool.org

My name is Mrs. Kulwin, and | have been the Art Teacher at St. Viator School for the past
eleven years. | have taught grades Pre-K through 8t grade and established the after-school
SVS Art Club in 2003. In 2022, | also founded the school’s Pottery Club. During my tenure at St.
Viator, | also served as an Art Specialist at the City of Henderson for twenty-one years.

My teaching approach has evolved over the years. Initially, | begin with Pre-K students drawing
circles, triangles, and squares. Subsequently, we utilize these shapes to create pictures
together. Each week, we gradually add more details and shapes to their artwork. By the time
they reached Junior High, we delve into Art History, covering six to seven renowned artists
annually.

This school year, we will be starting with a trip back in time to the Renaissance and examining
the early history of Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo, and the history and science behind it. Next, we
will continue on with Raphael, who also spent time in the Sistine Chapel working on the walls
but not working well with Michelangelo. Students will read, watch videos, take iPad quizzes, do
art projects and have group discussions.

Teaching art to children is a source of immense joy for me. | firmly believe that art fosters
self-expression and creativity, while simultaneously building self-confidence and a sense of

individual identity. | am able to discern the mood of a child based on their artwork.

| eagerly anticipate meeting and instructing your children this school year.
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Middle School Technology

Ms. Camryn Calvert

Email: ccalvert@stviatorschool.org

Welcome to Middle School Technology!

This course is designed to equip students with essential technology skills that will serve them
both in and out of the classroom. Through hands-on learning, students will explore various
aspects of technology, ranging from basic computer functions to coding and multimedia
creation. Below is an overview of the course units and what students will be learning throughout
the year.

Unit 1: Introduction to Technology

Students will begin the course by exploring the fundamentals of technology. Students will build
foundational technology skills, including file organization, troubleshooting, shortcuts, software
use, and efficient use of digital devices.

Unit 2: Internet Safety and Digital Citizenship

As students navigate the digital world, it's crucial for them to understand the importance of
internet safety and responsible online behavior. Students will learn about online safety, privacy,
digital footprints, responsible communication, misinformation, copyright, and appropriate use of
artificial intelligence and other online tools.

Unit 3: Productivity Tools

Students will learn how to use essential productivity tools that are widely used in academic and
professional settings. Students will practice using digital tools for writing, presentations,
organization, research, and data. Skills will be taught through practical assignments and
projects.

Unit 4: Keyboarding

Proper keyboarding skills are fundamental to efficient computer use. Students will continue
developing keyboarding accuracy, efficient typing habits, shortcuts, and other skills that help
them work effectively on a computer.

Unit 5: Multimedia Creation

Creativity meets technology in this unit, where students will explore creative technology through
projects involving graphic design, photography, video, digital storytelling, presentations, and
other forms of multimedia.

Unit 6: Introduction to Coding

In this unit, students will get their first taste of coding and programming languages. Students
may explore beginner coding, web design, interactive projects, artificial intelligence, and other
emerging technologies through creative, age-appropriate activities.

Unit 7: Collaborative Projects
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Students will have opportunities to work both independently and collaboratively throughout the
year. Projects and topics may be adjusted based on class needs, student interests, and
available technology.

Parent Communication

We encourage open communication between parents and teachers. If you have any questions
or concerns throughout the year, please do not hesitate to reach out. Together, we can ensure
that your child has a successful and enriching experience in technology class.

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to a great year ahead!



Middle School Music
Mrs. Ledda Rosenberger

Email: Irosenberger@stviatorschool.org
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Middle School Health/PE
Mr. Jeff Wells

Email: jwells@stviatorschool.org
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